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!. i M thnt the proposal now under
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or ii.mpurutlvel)' trivial Importaacev

''he Cost sf Oaseteae.
According to the Government report

Just Issiird more crude petroleum was
marketed In this country in 1915 than
ever licfore In the history of the in-

dustry. A great quantity was sent
abroad, a good percentage of the re-

mainder was used in the production
ef gasolene for which the motor ear
and gas engine owners paid the
highest prices on record.

This Is a gasolene age, and what
Che users wish to know 1s will the
present prices be continued 7 The oil
production of the first six months
ax 1916, according to an est I

sjaaa Just made, la about half at
last year's. There seems nothing to
tadlcat that tha year's yield will
not, equal that at 1915. A hopeful
feature of the report la that the great
aettrtty In tha Industry baa led to the
enletatloD of new fields and tha

of recently ' discovered
asszrcee of supply.

Tha fields la tha Bast, from which
came almost the entire produc-hav- e

decreased In output But
la ptaca of them there have been de
veloped tha great wells of the Okla
tttBM-Kansa- a, tha California and the
Gulf sections. The Oklahoma-Kansa- s

field are now the greatest centres
In the United States for the produc-
tion of crude petroleum. They are
producing mora than one-thir- d of the
country's supply. .Explorations are
under way in Montana nnd Wyoming,
With promise of valuable discoveries,

The indications, then, are that the
apply for 1016 will equal that of

mat year. The end of the war will
apen up the supply In Russia and
Rumania. By that time, too, the
ten-l- discovered fields In South

merles may become important fac
tors In the oil Industry. We have
tome much from the war, and npnar--
1 tly the gasolene user must still ex

.,e patience. But If there Is no
lef wben ience comes he will have

ii right to Insist upon knowing why
hieh prices continue.

Bay mend Bahlas's Choice.
From mony well trained Democratic

throats we shall hear tonlay tbut the
Indorsement uf Mr. Hl'ohkm by Kay
word ItoniNH of Chicago and the
Progressive party Is un Incident of no

'tlgulncnnce. Jn this way the support
ers of Mr. Wilson always receive an
nouncements of new adhesions to his
opponent But the facts In this case
are known and are not to be hidden,

Mr. Robins wss besought In every
conceivable way to throw bit Influ
ence to Wilson. His support waa
solicited, hla advice was asked, bis
enlistment sganst Mr. Huongs was
tha object of ardent Democratic de
al re. He wss wanted for himself and
far what he represents; because ha

. he useful la the csiapaaaa aa' a

fed because hU allettaaee
woskl ex t powerful lnfluesce
uhobc hesitating Progressivee.

All (be inducements offered to Mm und
'did not prevent Mr. Robihb from exer-
cising

and
hts Independent Judgment. His

'conversion to the Republican 'candl- -

.date mi the remit of rapture delibera
te. He did not follow an .emotional
Impulse, but conformed to the remits

an analysis of the records antTpttr-pose- s so
of Democrats and Republicans,

Mr. Wilson and Mr. Hconrs, thnt
brought conviction with It. He chose
Mr. Huoiiks been use tor blm, aa for
(he thousands of other Pronresstrea not
who hate enrolled 'under the Hushes
leffdershlp, neither .Mr. Wilsoh nor
his party offers or can offer the .In-

ducements of sincerity and capacity
In' their appeal for recruits. In

n
Ts Be nice Sites.

EVom Maw.- - MiVAi.t tmml af

f , . .tironey vnr rujpwyr-r- a m un mn nn
subjoined sentences:

"the employ of the company have
constitutional right to onanist, while

st.th asms time those who ' :h to tsk
tbclr plscss hsvs a right to protection
srslnst YloUnce si fsr as It' Is poewbt

aive. It to them.
"On thing' 1 wish to mske etssr Is

thst.thB polk wl'l not be uisd to tsk
sides." so

We have pointed out that' as there
are three "sides" to thle controversy,
one of which Is the public's, the po
lite,-- If they do their duty, must "take
sides." They must maintain' order ;

they do that they will assure to
the public continued operation of the
transportation systems of the city.
When they fall In their duly they arc
still taking sides, for they are then
playlag Into the hands of those who
seek to deprive 6,GOO,000 men, women
and children of the use of an essen
tial public utility.

What 1a the Mayor's measure, of the
possibility 'of protection agaUst vio
lence? He speaks aa If some boun
waa set beyond which he end his
subordinates cannot or will not go.
This Is a new doctrine. Every resource
of government is ft the disposal of the
author! ties; the whole power of the
Btate backs them up; and If that Is
insufficient to furnish ample protec
tion against violence we shall have
not a mere strike of dissatisfied trolly
car motormen and conductors but a
revolution for the suppression of
which an even greater power may be
enlisted.

aetdlac Waa la Fee! Minded
Another voice ia heard In protest

against the Blnet-Blmo-n tests for the
determination of mental Intelligence
The editor of American Jetfcne'dls
cusses the chaos which has resulted
from the slavish application of sets of
questions supposed to be answerable
by children of various ages. He
points out that In some cases children
under nine years who can answer
only the questions for-child- of
seven years are considered mentally
defective; in other Instances the per
sons giving the tests have taken three
years retardation as proof of feeble
mindedness. In testing children over
nine years there has been equal dl
vergence. The result of this ana of
the application of the tests by ama-

teurs in psychology has been Uint "the
various figures which- - have been pre-

sented as Indicative of the extent of
feeblemindedness among delinquents
are so startllngly high that they are
practically unbelievable."

The breakdown of the Blnet tests
Is Illustrated by the case of deaf chll
dren, who are about three years be
bind the average. child In school. Re
tardation of varying extent may be
due to speech, defects or simply to
malnutrition. Every one knows how
neglected adenoids may hinder the
child's mental and physical growth.

With all these facta plainly known
It might be thought that rigid artlfl
clal attempts to classify the mentally
unintelligent would be definitely aban
doned. Instead of that there seems
to be a tendency, considered rather
approvingly by America Medicine, to
go ahead on the assumption that the
"lowest 3 per cent." In the "commu
nlty" are to be regnrded as feeble
minded. Wliut "community"? And
how are the "lowest 3 per cent." to
be determined to he such? It would
seem as If the application of a little
common sense to psychology were In

order.

A Germany Without oaeasollerBS
A treaty of peace In which neither

William of Hobeiuollern uor any
member of his family shall have a part
Is the vision of a Parisian, Josern
Reinach. Upon the bead of Ger
many's reigning bouse he heaps the
responsibility of the war and all tbe
horrors that have followed It

How the elimination Is to be ef-

fected Is not disclosed. , But "the ques
tlon of tbe Holienrollerns will be
come more Important every day." Is
the exile of Naidi.kon to be repeated
and tbe Kaiser with his numerous de
seendnntM nnd great family connec
tlnn to be transxrted beyond seas
at the end of the wnrT Or Is the
change to he brought about within
the Germun Empire Itself 7

Ho far tbe German people have not
manifested n great, deal re to rid them-
selves of their rulers. It "is scarcely
to be believed that the slow going,
mild mannered Inhabitants of Btulen,
Wuertemherg anil other South Ger-
man States have approved of the
Prussian 'militarism or frightfulness,
yet they have fought as a iilt to sus-

tain the empire. Prussia undoubtedly
Is buck of Its royal. house. Prussia In

the most populous Stale of the Con-

federation; It has seventeen of the
.elxgr-e- volte la the Buaiearata aid

230 of the '807 In the TtetcbJtag. To
these may be added the votes of the
Itelchsland of 'Alsace and. Lorraine

a majority of the smnller duchies
principalities. In fnct, when Bis-uabc- k

laid the foundation of the em-

pire he saw to It that Prussia should
rule nnd the Hobensollern hold fust. suy

.The contentment of the German
people with their conditions has been

frequently sfflrmed that even they
?m to nave come to consider a revo

so
lution nn ImposMlblllty. Von Uesn- -

tit
iiAant In his recent works took greut tion
pains to show that the Herman were

fitted for a republic, that they
could not govern themselves, and that
they required n stronit hand like the
Ilohenzollern hand to guide them. dc

Tim Hohenxollerns have loomed large
German history. Tliey have shown
wonderful thrift, netting and hold

ing baa been as much n part of tbelr dog
motto as "Uott mlt uns." Tbelr rise to
from tlie obscurity of a small Houth
Germsn family has been marked by will

ability lo triumph over great ob
stacles and a political capacity for
winning ngnlnst odds. To them ruth
less militarism and Its accompanying
schreckllchkelt are by no means mod'
ern tactics.

The time may home when Europe
will rid herself r Hohenzollernlsm,
but the present Indications are that
the Allies, whether they wish to do

or not, must finally trent with the
head of that house.

Mr. agaea Mske Mate Advan
" tagee far Hlsaself.

After Chables Evans Huohis dls
passionately nnd nrtlstlcnlly removed
tbe political hide from the person of
toe Democratic candidate for Presl
dent In 1008 neither William J,
Bsyan nor bis supporters thought It
necessary to question the then Gov
ernor of New York as to bis attitude
on any of "the questions at that time
engng'ag public attention. His senti It
ments were clearly and forcibly ex-

pressed ; even Mr. Bbtan was able to
comprehend the significance of Mr.
Huaiir.s's words, protected though his In
sensibilities are by an egotism of tbe In
toughest ind most reslstunt nature.

Mr. Hloiies has started West
again, this time. In support of his own
candidacy for President. He departs to
from th' Atlantic seaboard with the
plan of his apeal fully developed and
cnrefnlly worked out. With the reso-

lution that has characterised blm In
all h public sets be has refused to
be bullied or cajoled Into what be con
ceded to be a premature disclosure of
his purpose and has declined to .be
snared by those who sought to win
from him declarations he believed It
unwise to make. So he takes up his
campaign not on terms setvby his ad
versaries but under conditions he se

Ii

lects for himself. He has shrewdly
parried the efforts to put blm on the
lefenslve nnd baa succeeded In ar
ranging tbe times and circumstances
of bis expositions of belief to meet
tne requirements or, nis own joou
Judgment and not to gratify the pur
poses of his enemies..

Mr. Huoiir.s's Toungstown speech
In. tbe first Tsft campaign waa a nota
ble campaign address. Its success
was in no emsll measure due to Its
author's wisdom In the choice of time,
place snd occasion for Its delivery.
He enjoys y the advantages' flow
ing from prevision such as he showed
eight years ago, and we do not doubt
that be will Improve his opportunities
In 1010 as he did In 1008.

Geaersl JfaaTre's Fredletlon.
General Joitbe'b utterances since

the beginning of tbe war have differed
from those of numerous other com
manders in that while they never
admitted the possibility of defeat for
the Allies tbey were not designed to
belittle the power of, the enemy or to
deceive those to whom tbey were ad
dressed as to the magnitude of the
task lying before them. Confident In
tone, these addresses were not tainted
with hoastfulnesa, and consequently
tbey have Inspired a belief In Jorrac'a
sincerity nnd truthfulness among all
who have followed bis course.

It Is this quality of the French gen
eralissimo that gives weight nnd Im
portance to his declarations that the
tide of success hus begun to flow
strongly for the Allies and that
tbclr triumph Is approaching. From
other lips such opinions would com
mand only passing attention; u M-

imical purpose, the necessity of
heartening hard pressed soldiers,
reassurance for the civil popula
tion, would be suspected as motives
for their publication. But JorrsE,
like Kitchener, has never minimized
the labors or the dangers thnt must
be overcome to win ultimate victory ;

he has never underestimated the re
sources, courage or skill of the ene
my, and In consequence of his ha-

bitual caution ids present sanguine
expectations, cannot fall to make a
deep Impression.

"A Job for every Filipino" Is the
teat Democratic campaign "ilogan."

Chance for Hughe to win In Texas.
Newtpaper headline.

But the treasurer of the Hepubllcan
National Committee will draw few
checka for Texaa workers.

It will be observed that President
Maiion of the trollevmcn'B union did
not find It necessary to go abroad on
the eve of the Westchester strike to
write a pamphlet.

This will enable us to kick out the
American commission, alway unfriendly
to (lermany and which gives the enemy
of the Fatherland much valuable Infor
mation concerning Qermany'a position.
Count IIBVENTI.OW,

A grave charge; It Is too serious
to be disregarded, What member or
members of the commission have thus
betrayed their trust? When and where
did they violate their duty in this man
ner? And if Count RavENTLow'B accu- -
aatiea Is based aa taet, way haa Ua,

German Government not suppressed
the In formers T

White soma at President Wiuon's we
friends affect to bcllsva that Mr.
Ilt'OHaa's acceptance speech waa weak will
faltering, pointless and without effect,
the Illinois Aurors Borealls scorns
such weskness. Jim Ham, the radiant,

that Republican criticisms of the
Wilson "polic- y- toward Mexico are
treasonable." Most American citizens of
know what treason Is and rule their It
tonaues accordingly, but Jim Ham Is

busy talking he cannot be expected
master even the elementary distinc

between words. Ho
he

Dr. Carsanza's notes lv the Admin
titration rriuch trouble; so did those
which came from Hubsta's Govern
ment. Dr. Wilson's admiration for.the

facto leader may spring from his
Infatuation with a rotund and vague
literary style. ' snd

Senator Taooart haa taken a pointer
to the Senate. This Is his answer

the challenge of Champ Clark's up
houn' dog. Aa' the fashion spread It by

be Interesting to aee what Con
gressmen appear with dachshunds.

The Turk is still "somewtiere east of
' vSues."

FjOR A CLEAN PEOPLE.

Are JfsmeroBt laexpeaslv'e 'slower
Baths Keedea?

To tub Editor or Tmb Sun Sir; All of
"splash" week and ether uch efforts to
Incresie the popularity of the city'
bath, erpectslly Among tha very poor,

ra ccmmendable ; but are the bath
themtelv adequate?

A law prepirtlor. of the population
has no means at keeplrs; decently :lesn.
I'crhapa pome Wnemmit dwellers luxu-rlai- o to

in filthy living condition. Yh in
author of "tms Way Out," an American
who lived for tome II ma In tha lta,lan
quarter of Boaton, leema to think o.
But la It not believable that thousanda
would keep cleaner If .they had the
chance T Certainly rnnall Inducement la

given to them to contribute their share to
tha healthfutnei of the community. We
need not be surprised that an epidemic
gets a atart and that when It U started

la co hard to atop.
Rxpenslve bath houses, necessarily

few because expensive, with their tiled
pool and what not, are not enenllal.
Nothing la eaaentlal but running water

the slmpleat form of ahower, housed
a plain, cheap building. When one

cornea out of the ocean he take a fresh
water ahower of this aor. and expect
no elegant trimmings. Would such an
arrangement be too simple for the- city

provide?
The money put Into the municipal

baths at Coney Island waa well apent,
but Coney Is far from Manhattan. Why
shouldn't charity begin nearer home?
Nor would It be charity either, but a
preventive measure of the moat salutary
and far reaching kind, to offer bathing
facitltle to all who want them. It la
only too obvious to discriminating persons
that a bain at Coney I on or the very
few "plash" event In the lives of many
of th Island' patrons. Is It visionary
to suppose that there are many spots
along th river fronts that could be
utilised for portable ahower house? It
. ... .u........ ..... .

greatest benefit, and at that season no
problem of providing artificial heat
would be presented. I believe that more
hatha would go far to transform sum-
mer condition In this erty. .

W. D. OOlfXUN.
New Toss:, August I.

INFANTILE PARALYSIS.

A Profeiileaai Aathorlty on the "Ua-la- a

Alarm" Now Prevalilag.

Iria tU iltdiral Btnr.
Zt epidemic of poliomyelitis which I

now preset In New York city and neigh-
borhood Is exciting undu alarm In con-

sequence, no doubt, of th widespread
publicity which ha been given to It.
To Judge from the almoat hysterical quar
antine measurea Instituted In various lo-

calities In staid old Connecticut of all
places one would think It a contagious
sr. vmallpox among th unvacclnated or
as yellow fever two decades ago.

To quiet the apprehensions of these
timorous health officer th publication
of authoritative article such aa one
appearing In PubKe Health Report! for
July It, llt, I commendable. Dr.
Wad H. Frost, passed assistant surgeon.
U. H. E. H. 8., writes tier of the Inac-
tivity of Infantile paralysis, summarising
In part as follows :

The rapid spread ef epidemic over
wide areas, their spontaneous decline after
only a small proportion of the Inhabi-
tants have been attacked, and above all
th prependeratlng Incidence In young
children, have not been satisfactorily ex
plained by any hypothesis other than
that the Infective, agent during epidemics

widespread, reaching a Urge propor
tion of the population, hut only occasion-
ally finding a susceptible Individual, usu-
ally a young person. In whom It produces
characteristic morbid effects. Assutrlng
this rare susceptibility, the well estab-
lished facts collected by epidemiologies!
students sre compatible with the evidence
of laboratory etptrlmenls that the dls.
ease Is directly transmissible from person

'to person. ,

On th whole, perhaps, this I the
most reasonable mannei of regarding the
Infectious nature of poliomyelitis. Only

comparatively few persons are sus
ceptible, and then are, with a few ex
ceptions, children, the susceptibility be.
ng generally greatest In the first half

decade of life, thereafter progressively
diminishing until In adult life there I

very general Immunity to natural
Infection.

Ten Little Qaeslloa Marks.
Ten little question marks, standing In

line.
naymond Robins flew the coop, then there

were nine..
Nine chlpner question msrka, fruit nf hlh

debate.
A ftct bumped on roughly, then there

were eight.
Klsht sobered nuestlon marks, full of

llt'ry leaven.
An author sold a love yarn, then there

were seven.
Seven worried question marks, playing at

their tricks.
Cousin Johnny told his tale, then there

were tlx.
Six busy question marks, bussing Ilka

hive.
Georgia's Hardwlck ope'd his lips, then

there were Ave,
Klve saddened question marks, feeling sick

and sore.
Vsnce McCormlrk dropped the ball, then

there were four,
Four frightened question marks, ill be

reft nf gles,
Tommy Marshall mad a sustch, then

there were three.
Three lonesome question marks, afraid lo

say "Boo," v

Woodrow very frankly spoke, then there
were two.

Two tearful question marks, boih en the
run,

Charley Whitman took a look, then there
was en.

On surviving question mark, spent and
nearly done,

Th campaign really , asd Us
tatr wa sea.

THE' STRIKE MAKER.

"If w organise these railway men
shall get JS.000 more members,

eochspaying. dues of $1 a month. That
be $100,000 more a year In the

treasury," said the Strike Maker,
lighting a good clgai.

"But eupposV the strike doesn't suc
ceed?" asked his. close friend.

"You miss the point. The success
the strike Is Immaterial. Whether
wins or falls we have these thou

sand of new member all psylng their
little dues. That's what counts," the
Btrike Maker explained between puffs.

was silent for a moment and then
condescended further:

"Y'know, you can't stand still In my
business. You've always got to be
going ahead. . Of course In a few years
railway strikes will be played out; the
membership In our association will
dwindle, men won't pa their dues

these won't be sny money In or-

ganising them. But by that time I'll
have something else going."

How do you decide what youll take
next?" asked his friend, fascinated
the presence of genius.
There's only one safe rule. Tou

must break Into sn industry .that Is
affected as largely as possible with a
public Interest," said the Strike Maker
decidedly. "Now, transportation Is
Ideal for the purpose. It Is so vital
that you rsn play the devil with the
whole life of a great city, get the
maximum of advertising and make
realty big money, with a strong chance

actually winning the strike, In
which case the profit are much
greater, for dues can be raised a
notch or two to skim off the cresm

"Of course, there are other thlnga
thnt are nearly as good telegraphs.
telephones (only women sre so un
manageable), electric lighting, gss and

on. Hut don't bother with strikes
any little private Industry. The

public can't be made to care about
them. It isn't affected, you see. Of
course the really Ideal thing would bo
something governmental, but I have
aUays kept from mussing with the
Government because Its too powerful
However, the day will come when we
can hold up-- the post office, and then
won't thtrt be pickings!

"In the meantime I'll be satisfied to
tie up N" Ynwk. It'll be the biggest
thing yet Oh, I like my Job. It's a
great life."

"It must be," said his frlena

OUR COURSE Iff MEXICO.

Attempt st a Conitrsetlve Programme,
Ending la Aanexatloa.

To the Editor or The Sun Sir; Whll
thjre I a lull In Mexican affairs let us
consider what ajuxars to be the chief
handicap In th Administration's man-
agement of our unhappy neighbor, the
lack of a programme. Perhapa one ean
be suggested.

War with Mexico? Certainly not. We
have no quarrel with the Mexican people.
and If wa had Mexico la dumb, ah has
no voice of authority with which to re-

fute our claims, or promise reparation.
But a war of extermination against the
bandit who Infest Mexico, yes, by all
means; and let It be a war of complete
extermination.

T tin a Kan miss aa Iamiw

past not to wage war on Mexico,
but to restore order there, to feed the
Mexicans and then to educate them. We
hould first destroy the bandits, send

carload of food close on th heels of
the army, and when th people are fed

,send money to employ them at usefut
jw'ork, and when they have employment
edrfcate them up to enlightened and Just
government, wmcn we must administer,
now and hereafter; and when the time
comes when- - the Mexicans themselves
realise the benefit of our rule they will
then ask for statehood, and become for
all time a part of the United States.
It Is our duty, and their destiny. Wa
should And them easy to govern, sine
the 11.000,000 under the yoke of th
Lnndlt seem to be a very peaceful peo
ple, or at least a very helpless people.

It has been suggested that In case of
war we should take over the northern
Mexican States, or buy them. Thi
would aettle nothing, for we should
have the same in the re
malning parts of Mexico, and the same
border troubles. We must restore order
all the way to the south until we arrive
at the boundaries of some responsible
Government. Waoiu.

Nbw York, August 5.

Cleaa Up Campaign for the City
Damps Needed.

To thb Eoitob or The Sun Sir; The
greatest menace to public health I the
pest holes where files feed and breed by
the millions.

There pest holes are the seventy-od- d

ash, garbage and manure dumps, some
Inland, but mostly along our beautiful
rlverWronts, where the .working people
who have large families are obliged to
live on account of cheap rents.

Besides these seventy-od- d dumps there
are equally as many fly nnd disease
breeding scows, four piers for the cnl
lection of dlseaaed and dead animals,

sides hundreds nf uncovered gnrbace
receptacles awaiting transportation Up
the river on ten fly breeding scows.

These pest holes should be Immediate
ly Investigated, thorouRhly demised
dally disinfected, whether privately or
city owned.

(Mrs.) Flora SriEoxi.axRo.
Hotel Kaaterikill, August G.

HOW THE .HEALTH MEN
WORK.

Consideration aaa Politeness Shown to
a Traveller.

To the Kditos or The Sun Sir: Here
Is my experience with the New York
city Hoard of Health In contrast with
several I have read of In The Hun : My
family decided to go to Maasachusctt
for a vacation, and on July 27 at noon
time I took my two children, a buy
of S and a girl of (, to my physician
who issued to me a certificate. At
o'clock P. M. I was at Centre nd Walker
streets with my children, a place 1 liml
never been before. I addressed myself
to the officer at the door and' he very po
lltely walked Inside the building, saying
"Down this way; room 101."

I showed my physician's certificate
the M. D. at the desk asked th chll
dren their ngea; then, and without
another word. Issued his certificate. At
4:30 o'clock P, M. my wife, my ilausl- - )

ter of IN, the boy and the girl were,
at pier 18, North Itlver, ISastern Steam.
ship Company. The Federal surgeon
asked fo- - ou- - certificates, which w

produced. lie looked st them, smiled at
the Infants and Issued his permit. We
woro treated with respect and consid-
eration. We appreciated very much the
courtesy. We are not rich, far from
It; but we try to be polite and cour-
teous to everybody, C. il. D.

New Tosk, August I.

MATCHES.

Aa Importer Calls Careless Coasuss
ers to Aeeeaat.

To rwa Editor or Tita Son 4Nr: I
have read with Interest the several arti-
cle appearing recently In your columns
referring to matches, some of which I
am Inclined to think give a wrong Im-

pression to the reader.
The aafety match or wnue not

physically perfect, Is unquestlonsbly s the
long step In advance of the atrlke any

urewhere match, particularly wltn rerer-enc- e

to It aafety properties. It Is. a
fact that th percentage of aafety the
matches used a against strike any-

where matches In all civilised coun-
tries of the world bears a close rela
tion to the loss per csplta from fires.

It Is siso a fact that while the safety
match Is gradually coming Into more
general use In this country, following the
the popular agitation of the subject and
the Increased knowledge In consequence,
the United gtate I (till far behind the
principal Kuropean countries In their
use. In England, ror instance, tne per
centages of safety matches ss against
strike anywhere matches is In the neigh

ofborhood of 50, while In the United States
It la less than 10 per cent., according to
recent statistics. This Is attributable no lar
doubt to the slownesa with which the tor
United Slate has passed lawa against
the use of dangerous mstches for public
safety.

The atatement In one of your articles
to the effect that the only "afety" or
"strike on the box" matches manufac
tured In this country are of very In-

ferior auallty I quit true. Most of
the "safeties" In common'use com from
Norway snd Sweden, and latterly a con
alderable quantity from Japan, and
while there are quantities of more or
less Inferior good on the market, par
tlcularly those from Japan, tbe same
may be ald of practically every com
modity of everyday use.

The best safety matches In the market to
come from Norway, and there Is no
more dlinculty about securing a strictly
high grade, full count, straight grain
safety match than there la In 'the case
of other articles of commence. The
difficulty Is found In the fact that so
many Jobbers, who do not hear the In of
dividual complaints of the users, are
satisfied to aett a second or third grade
safety match for the sake of the alight
difference in the price, which except In
the case of the very poorest matches
In tbe market doea not exceed two to
nve cent on every 144 boxes, a very
trifling matter compared with the actual
difference In quality.

It Is true that match head material
exceedingly scarce at present and

some of the ingredients are abnormally
high, but the manufacturers on the other
slrto have aucccedcd in overcoming great
difficulties and have found It possible
to maintain the standard of their prod
uct with little or no variation, and while
the prlc? of safety matches y Is
nearly 100 per cent, above pre-w-

prices, a considerable part of this ad
vance Is due to the tremenaoua advance
that have been made In freight rate,
war risk and th like.

I lympathlse with the amoker who
has experienced trouble with safety
matchea of croaa grain wood. Imperfect
heads, knots, spilt stick. At. but after

II the fault I only with the consumer,
who a a rule pays no attention to the
brand of matches he buy or where
they come from or the quality of the
match, but drops a penny In the .lot
and takes a box of whatever brand
rails out.. and In th majority of case
condemns the safety match manufa-
cturer generally because he gets an In-

ferior brand for hi money.
The Jobber a a rule I well acquainted

with the brands of safety matches with
a reputation behind them, and the dif
ference In cost to him Is a small mat-
ter; to the consumer the difference la

nil. It only requires the extra effort to
Insist upon that which Is good, aa he
would In the case of an article of greater
value and of more Importance.

An iMrosrs.
Chicago, August 5.

THE GIRL HE LEFT BEHIND.

Farther Revelstloas of the Sentiment
of flnardsmea's Wives.

To the Epitos or Tits Sun lr; It
wa with much Interest I read the letter
published In The Sun snd signed by a
Ouardaman'a Wife." Whatjme aysia

only too true. Why should the men b
kept down at the border Just to satisfy
some of th men In authority?

The guardsmen were perfectly willing
to go to the border to protect it, out
now that all danger has passed they
should b sent home to sttend to their
business and take care of their families.

am the mother of one of thes boy
and bl letters to me are anything but
reassuring.

He ay there I a great deal of sick
ness, principally rtomacn trounie, ana
as there has been so much rain they
are simply "swimming" In mud. Then
again the odors are disgusting.

The place s swarming with flies and
nt meals there is always an extra
"army" of flies around. Now the meals
they serve to the fellow being none loo
appetising and augmented with flies, is
It any wonder the men are sick and
disgusted? Instead of "hardening" the
men. It seems to me they are under,
mining their health, aa It stands to rea
son that when a perron has to lie on
damp ground and then in the morning
nut on damp clothes he is sowing the
seeds of consumption and other diseases.

With respect to the married men nnd
men with dependents peing sent nome

believe the War Department Issued
orders to the effect that such men be
sent home My son Is a married man
with a family to support and he took
advantage of the order by making ap-

plication for release. This application
wan sent In more than two weeks aero,

but up to the present time he has been
unable to get any satisfaction.

Cannot something be done to have th
men sent home to their families?

If there were any good renson for
keeping the men at th border there
would be no complaints, but in my
opinion (and undoubtedly It Is th opin-

ion nf n great many) the whole thing
Is a farce.

President Wilson says the men are
there to protect the border and tlenersl
O'ltynn says the mep nre there for drill.
Who Is right?

As the border doe not seem to need
protection and ns the rain and mud pre.
vent drilling, why keep the men there
any longer?

A CltiARPSMAN's Mother.
Brooklyn August 6,

Where rrohlhltlon Prohibits.
, Tn Tir KWT0, r Tllr H,,N,P. u
!h, freouefttly ststed thst prohibition de

lint prolilt.lt . The latent statlsllt-- from
Halifax. N, C. a notoriously "wet" city
thl has estahlliihrd a really truly prohi-
bition, lve the arrests for drunkennets,
resisting of pollee and similar offences In
July. inl.V as 1'0; In July,-- IBIS, they
numbered 1!S. These figures speak for
themselves. William Oilu -

DoaoBMisa, Utu., Ausust t,

ACCIDENTS AMONG
TRANSPORTERS

Same Prevalent, Fallacies About Hick
Dangereaa

The official perplexities In solving
cause of tho Block Tom explosion
so many Illustrations of the diffi In

culty of dealing departmental with
laws of nature. The police, It on,

seems, have orders to stop trains with
explosive goods that usually run Into
Jersey City. How this Is going to to
lessen or avoid the danger of handling of
explosives, how It will Interfere with up

combustion of powder or the evo-

lution In
of gasea under unknown con-

ditions, It Is exceedingly difficult to 206
grasp. High explosives have potenti-
alities undreamed of by the police de-

partment. On the other hand, one ns
need not take very seriously the Idea 9.6

a sudden eruption of hitherto ex-

tinct

In

volcsnoes. All thst part of popu
asagitation Is no doubt'meant rather

political effect than aa an argu-
ment for public ssfety.

The agents at work In these explo-

sions
of

may be grouped together In
three ways. There are, first, dinger-ou- s

goods; that Is, materials like ccnl
tar dyes and acetate of lime, which
mny become explosive under certain
conditions. Then there ore high ex-

plosives. These, If properly made ind
packed, should not explode unles the
workmen who handle them or therall-wa- y

companies who transport them
disregard the necessary rules. Lastly,
there Hre tho acids nnd corroslvo
substances, which Hre Indispensable

the progress of any nation In the
arts and manufactures, nnd which, un-

fortunately, ss expeflence shows, cause
the gresteat number of exploelons and
serious accidents.

The rules of tbe American Railway
Association sufficiently cover msny

tho points of handllngt shipping nnd
storing. A careful examination of
these rules, however, shows that some-
thing more la needed. The association
takes as Its standard of caution not

Itthe standard of lost year, but oi a aec-ar- ie

neo. The authors of these rules
base their calculations on too limited a
series of cases. Though explosions
like the Black Tom disaster are by no
means likely to happen, the public Is
apprehensive. Theso explosions may
not In any sense be derogatory to the
ainrkmnn or manufacturer, but the
public thinks that they are. Never-
theless, such occurrence make It
clear that the Government muat care-

fully choose Its officials to Inspect the
transport of dangerous goods. Most
of the perils Involved, with careful in-

spection, would entirely disappear.
Statisticians have always maintained

that accidents do not often touch the
legitimate work In munitions. The
Black Tom case is, perhaps, an ex-

ception. The chief Inspector of the
United Statea Bureau of Explosives,
vritlnr with unrivalled knowledge.

states that in 1915 eleven accidents oc-

curred. Of these, two werp caused
h hlch rxnloslves: one was caused
by black powder and seven by toy tor- -

pedoes. The most common nisrt Mania

were caused by nclds; there were .t",.... f this nature. Next como in
flammable liquids, which caused 60 ac-

cidents, and Inflammable solids, which
caused ISO. In the transportation of

corrosive liquids there has been -- a
considerable number of accidents,
though the number of persons Injured
In this way In 191& exceeaca um "J
e.., ih. a of 1914. These factB

about acids and corrosive liquids like

ammonia are of great significance.
Any one who has worsen in

vnnm... th danirers of sulphuric
acid nnd the importance of the rule

the ncld, butnt to nour water Into
to add the acid gradually to the water
when mixing. Accidents ore also due
to the breaking of carboys and to III

fitting stoppers. The uureau oi
has tried to make Improve-

ments In the present methods of stop-n.rin- cr

enrhnvs. Several stoppers have
been suggested. One accident is

given as having occurred through
the failure of a shipper to pack hi
hinm.ni nf nitric tc d properly

Figures aomewhat similar to those
of OUT Bureau of Explosives nave- r .

published in the Reports oi i.

THAT BEAUTIFUL THEORY.

A Greeting to AU Who See the Mbb

Behind the Bomb.

TO THE Editos or THE Sun Shv So

"anarchy I a tieautlful theory" 1

By the Sacred Salted Cake, there' an

Idea that grips and holds. Coglto ergo

sum. Anathema to him who cannot

discriminate between an esthetic theory

and an uncouth fact.
th. nrofnund Intuition of Bacon

.vnKe.l the truth that "there Is no true
beauty but there Is omethlns oi
strangeness In Its proportions." Even
so; and In strangeness of proportions
nnnrchy abounds. In this Is to be found
the explanation of hy the beautiful
theory now exemplifying In Mexico is
so commonly confused with chaos.
Damnant quod non Intelligunt,

It no man bo rash In JudBinent of
anarchy. Tlie glaxed eye, the crimson
shirt, the unwashed person, the forbid
ding bomb, what nre tn-s- mil ine suns
and trappings of a vulgar practicality?
So long us toil of mind and soul

shall continue to drive society anay
from the primitive: so long as con-

structive genius shall continue to up-re-

a damnable civilization; so long
as tyrannical law shall continue tn pro
tret the stupidly contented worker- -
Just so long must the beiiuliful theory
nf anarchy continue tn nnd expression
In the strange proportions or uinnniu-.-

practice, nut the beauty Is there, and
the Initialed sec it clearly. .

Be our hearts upraised beonute we

have come upon the time of enlighten-

ment "Anarchy Is a beautiful theory."
derlares one who Is at once preacher,
philosopher nnd prophet. And Mr. Itock-efell- er

nods his approval.
I.iNuiiM Vidimus.

KCHANTON, I'a.. August 5.

The lament of Age.

To Tna KniTos or Tits Pi--s fir: Tour
correspondent's description of John Ire.
Isnd's place was very good. Those old
familiar sons of llanllna mentioned by
"I, I W " snd Hie Brooklyn old timer's
picture disprove the opinion ef "J. 1'. l."
thnl the toby belt hsd left Usprnard
street before llnrdlns'n time. The klux-
ers as well a the raliMt ner all there,
even Ihe piano at the window faring tha
street. He laments that there are no
sue), places now, and I'm thinking w
would be most loa old te visit them,

J. K. suits.
sixiuLL. N. J., August t

WORKERS AND
OF MUNITIONS.

RxalesWes and the Handling of

Oaeek.

Inspectors of Explosives for 1911

Ohcmlcat Trade Journal, July 8, U16),
spite of the vast Increase In the

output o! explosives and of tho pres
sure under which work Is now carried

the conditions In tho old eltab
llshed factories nre wonderfully sat-
isfactory, nnd this remark also nfiplipg

mora recent works. Though I, few
the new factories are by no n.eans
to the standard, many nro well

managed, and a change will be
tho Inferior ones. Accidents have

been Comparatively few. 'There were
Occidents In maniifactnrltiK dur-

ing the year, causing tho death tf 21

persons, a number which Is the lorn
for 1914, but nlsive the nveifiie of
for the decade. Ah a grent Increase
the number of persons employed

has taken place, the result Is regadtd
satisfactory. Most of the Injirlm

were of u trifling character.
Cases more serious have occurrcj In

which the explosion of n small iiiiKiint
explosive which would have Injured

no una has been communicated tn
other explosives lying exposed on the
bench, which might ns well have been
kept In closed receptacles or d

by screens. This clrcumntance
points to the origin of many of the
gravest explosions. They nre thus ex-

plained by the French chemist t,

whose theory has generally
been accepted. Modern explosives
that Is, military explosives are of
two kinds propulsive explosives and
"breaking" explosives. In the first In-

stance explosion Is produced by com-

bustion, which rapidly proceeds by

heat conduction from one particle nf
the explosive mass to another. But
the mode of exploding a "breaking"
explosive Is quite' different; the ex-

plosive wave Is communicated by.

shock or a blow.
The theory of the "explosive wave1

no doubt accounts for the different
phenomena In the Black Tom expte-slo-

This Is the practical point, and
Is up to the authorities to trace th

origin of the wave. It suggests tb
physical Impact of atmospheric waves
that Is comparable with the waves st
sound thnt shatter glass. How very,

easily such waves may start nn explo-

sion may be seen from the tests which
Berthelot recommends. For transport
such substances as fulminate of mer-
cury should be kept In a moist state of

at least 25 per cent, of moisture, and
they should be cool. All explosive
should be tested as regards their

to heat, electricity, friction,
sound nnd acids. Workmen who han-

dle them should wear shoes specially
made, and the floors of cars or build-

ings should bo covered with wood to
avoid metallic shock.

In England the Inspectors are care-

ful to enforce these rules. The con-

sequence Is that last year the death
rate from explosives wss one to a

thousand, compared with 1.5 In lflOJ.

1.2 In 1893. nnd 4.2 In 1S85. The num-

ber of persons employed was 43,or,7 In

1915. It is apparent, mpreiore, imu
munition workers are not especlall
exposed to dancer. Our Ideas of th
work need some correction. Mr. I.Iod
Ocorge said recently tn Parliament
"I am Informed that as regards pier!'- -

acid no ill effects are caused, except
discoloration of the skin, but tne
workmen engaged on trinitrotoluene
are sometimes Injuriously ufToi-t- . ,1 "

The question Is at once ralnu.
whether the health of munition winn-
ers Is a factor in explosions. Nothtnir
of the kind has so far been demon-

strated. All that can be said Is Unit

there seems something unhealthily
and serious In the task

of making explosives; to live up to

the strain might divert a man's con-

centration from the things which mat-

ter, as, for exnmplc, the proximity
of a highly sensitive mass of fulmi-

nate, but it Is evident that the work
goes on with much Success, which Is

hardly reconcilable with the impres-

sion left by Block Tom's fate.
The whole thing may be put In s

few words. The manufacture of explo-

sive Is an economic question; safety,

a personol one. When you hare an-

swered tho porsonal question, the eco-

nomic may be left to Itself.

BLACK TOM

Did the Fieri and the North River Art

as Shock Absorbers?

To the Editor or The Sun 8rt "A"
ay that tho effect of the explosion en

Black Tom wa materially lessened by

the fact that It occurred not on sella
ground but on piers built on piles.

"A" also says that the havoo wrought

in Manhattan would have been greater
r.ad not the. North Blver Intervened;
In other words, that the water acjed aj
a shock ansoroer.

Will some of your sclentlflo reader t ay

whether "A's" conclusions ure correct?
Newark, August 5 C B D.

Had the Barges Held Oold.

To the Editor or The Sun Sir- Tr
mystery of that great explosion of last

Sunday can never be solved.
There la one thing that everybody

will admit, and that is that If
barges, instead of being lo.vle.l .th

thousands of dollars worth of '!"' "

tlon, h.id been loaded with col-- 'Mere

would have liicn a score of ! ' ,f n

to watch them. T wri;
New York, August S.

lines MI'S therty Ht nn a Kei: uf

To Ttis up Tnr Si
rorrtln to an Item I reml In t

nspers recently, contlrnicl
, ,ln,,M t&lth uulrri-rf- l turn w 'i ,,.1 -1

i , !,, it preum that the
ststue of Liberty l ii"t P

maeizlnr. If nur tliivernnient nr

rlty are for spue it" '

uhv not economise li iu.iKIm: '

ersl practice to u.e iiitue .n- '

ments an fxptrtlr iiihb iIii. - ' '

pie, Wshlnntnii, Hunker II.
the Maine and otlierx?

Are there not Us forl.l.l line I

say prohlbttlni;. the pl.i , lui; (

msaslnes near pulilU- luizlitt.tv-peopl- e

pass occanloii.tll, ur a it
time?

Of course. It l perfectly .'i-- '
store sny iiittnllty uf expletive. u,t ,r

Ststue of Liberty. here hundred
Ists and. are Ultlt',- -

Don't you think th poor puM
b warned of tli iliiKrs an-- tba
splcuous lxn tm put lip about tl'
"Panserou. Public Warned to irr
Powder Magazine'"' Jun Msir. '

Nkw Yuiik, August fi.

Taking the Count In Joeepliiis's Mal'i

from l Cape fear .Vrirs
Professor O, C. Davidson hs Jut fv

Ished taking the school census ft" I '
Creek township. The total numr-- r

children In ths township Is p.T3, I4
f thsse art whit snd 1.438 cel


